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 Sources: 
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trumps-track-record-disaster-misinformation-casts-blame-california/story?
id=117547205;
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/gov-gavin-newsom-launches-website-to-fight-misinformation-a
bout-californias-fires

The devastation of the 

Palisades Fire is seen in 

the early morning in the 

Pacific Palisades 

neighborhood of Los 

Angeles, Jan. 10, 2025. 

John Locher/AP

www.californiafirefacts.com

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trumps-track-record-disaster-misinformation-casts-blame-california/story?id=117547205
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trumps-track-record-disaster-misinformation-casts-blame-california/story?id=117547205
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Source: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/06/us/hurricane-helene-north-carolina-misinformation.html?smid=nytcore-
ios-share&referringSource=articleShare

Disaster Relief
“I have been doing disaster work for 
nearly 20 years, and I cannot think of 
another acute disaster where there 
has been this much misinformation.” 

Samantha Montano, assistant 
professor emergency management at 
the Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy.
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Sources: 
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/meta-ending-fact-checking-lead-rise-health-misinformation/story?id=117480644
https://www.msnbc.com/deadline-white-house/deadline-legal-blog/supreme-court-rfk-jr-doctors-covid-misinfo
rmation-rcna187395;
https://www.theguardian.com/wellness/2025/jan/08/health-misinformation-online-tips

Health Misinformation

https://abcnews.go.com/Health/meta-ending-fact-checking-lead-rise-health-misinformation/story?id=117480644
https://www.msnbc.com/deadline-white-house/deadline-legal-blog/supreme-court-rfk-jr-doctors-covid-misinformation-rcna187395
https://www.msnbc.com/deadline-white-house/deadline-legal-blog/supreme-court-rfk-jr-doctors-covid-misinformation-rcna187395


7

7

 Source: 
https://apnews.com/article/trump-gulf-of-mexico-bc438f4feca1234475a1adef9
9344da7

Basic Definitions
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Source:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zwcgn9q#:~:text=To%20win%20the%20war%2C%20Octavia
n,news'%20war%20against%20Mark%20Anthony.

By Till 
Niermann, 
CC BY 2.5, 
https://co
mmons.wiki
media.org/
w/index.ph
p?curid=25
421745 https://www.simonandschuster.com/b

ooks/The-War-That-Made-the-Roman
-Empire/Barry-Strauss/9781982116682

Misinformation in Ancient Rome



“The ‘Borometz,’ or ‘Scythian Lamb,’ ” from Connubia Florum, by De La Croix, 
1791, reproduced in The Vegetable Lamb of Tartary: A Curious Fable of the Cotton 
Plant, by Henry Lee, 1887. The Internet Archive, University of Toronto.

Vegetable Lamb of Tartary

Source: 
https://yalebooks.ya
le.edu/book/978030
0251852/the-misinfo
rmation-age/

https://archive.org/details/vegetablelamboft00leeh_0/page/36


Propaganda Warfare: Benjamin Franklin Fakes a Newspaper - Journal of the American Revolution

Source: https://allthingsliberty.com/2014/11/propaganda-warfare-benjamin-franklin-fakes-a-newspaper/

Source: Proceedings of the American 
Philosophical Association (Dec. 2008)

Benjamin Franklin by 
David Martin - The White 
House Historial 
Association   
https://www.whitehouse
history.org/photos/benja
min-franklin-by-david-mar
tin

Misinformation in the Revolutionary War



Library of Congress
Source: https://blogs.loc.gov/folklife/2014/08/the-great-moon-hoax/

Source: 
https://www.juniorlibraryguild.com/the-
great-moon-hoax-9780761351108j

Misinformation…on the Moon?



McCarthysim/The Red Scare” - Eisenhower Presidential Library 
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/research/online-documents/mccarthyism-red-scare#:~:t
ext=The%20political%20practice%20of%20publicizing,and%20died%20May%202%2C%201957.

Joseph McCarthy 
running for Senate 1946

Source:
https://us.macmillan.com/
books/9781250246813/witc
hhunt/

Source: 
https://www.abebooks.com/97
81598844375/McCarthyism-Re
d-Scare-Reference-Guide-1598
844377/plp

McCarthyism



NOTE: 
These are both 
misattributions
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ELFREDA CHATMAN
1996

INFORMATION 
POVERTY

Power affects an individual’s 

ability to seek, find, and use 

information



EPPLER & MENGIS
2004

INFORMATION 
OVERLOAD

Information processing 

requirements being greater 

than information processing 

capacities



INFORMATION 
DISORDER
WARDLE & 

DERAKSHAN 
(2017)



GIBSON & MARTIN
2019

INFORMATION 
MARGINALIZATION Systemic, contextual barriers 

to information access



SOCIAL NOISE
ZIMMERMAN

(2020)

Influence of personal and 

relational factors on 

information received via 

social media



Social Noise
Zimmerman (2020)



Social Noise Examples

Avoidance
I am interested in that news item but don’t want 
to click on it because I’m afraid I’ll be flooded 
with more links for things like that...

I’m not really involved in [this animal rescue 
organization] but I clicked like on it because I 
know it is important to [the poster].”

Because I know [this person] I assumed the 
post was something negative and biased, so I 
didn’t even look at it”

Assumptions 

Showing 
Support



Spillover Effect
Van Der Meer, Hameleers, and 
Ohme (2023)

Current Research

Multimodal Disinformation

Lee, Hameleers, and Shin (2024)

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/erosion-trust-rex-powers-jnvlc/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.france24.com%2Fen%2Ftv-shows%2Ftruth-or-fake%2F20220131-deepfake-news-videos-circulate-in-mali-amid-tensions-with-france&psig=AOvVaw30y1jksoEejl_CF9d1hHRE&ust=1743612333639000&source=images&cd=vfe&opi=89978449&ved=0CBcQjhxqFwoTCIjtk7Skt4wDFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
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Ability to:
● Access
● Analyze
● Evaluate
● Create
● Act

Using all forms of communication

Source: National Association of Media Literacy Education 
https://mlw.namle.org/resources/media-literacy-basics/

What is Media Literacy?

“Media literacy empowers 

people to be critical 

thinkers and makers, 

effective communicators 

and active citizens.”
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Clickbait

Click Here to Read the Full Story



Importance of Context



Importance of Context



Expertise



Expertise



https://www.youtubeeducation.com/wa
tch?v=cvEH4-EFcRwFraming

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cvEH4-EFcRw


https://www.youtubeeducation.com/wa
tch?v=cvEH4-EFcRwFraming

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8N5PQXDt7_w
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Project Look Sharp

projectlooksharp.org/?action=act#
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“ If you don't have 
facts, you can't have 
truth without Without 
truth, you can't have 
trust. Without these 
three, you don't have a 
shared reality… 

You can't have 
democracy.”   

Awareness

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2021/ressa/facts/


Building Bridges



Benjamin 
Franklin

Sharing What We Learn



Ask Yourself Questions
● Why was this made?
● Who made it?
● What is missing?
● How might different people interpret it?
● What techniques are used and why?
● Who might benefit from this message?
● Who might be harmed by this message?

Source: National Association of Media Literacy Education https://mlw.namle.org/resources/

Media Literacy Resources



Source: U.S. Department of Homeland Security - Media Literacy & Critical Thinking Online

Key Steps for Digital Media Literacy



Check Yourself with Lateral Reading: Crash Course Video

https://youtu.be/GoQG6Tin-1E

Sharing Thoughtful Resources

Media Literacy Resource Guide

(https://library.austintexas.libgui
des.com/medialiteracy)

https://youtu.be/GoQG6Tin-1E


Source: "How False News Spreads" Noah Tavlin, TED Ed video. https://youtu.be/cSKGa_7XJkg

“Our desire for quick answers may 
overpower the desire to be certain of 
their validity. 

And when this bias can be multiplied 
by billions of people around the world 
nearly instantaneously, more caution 
is in order.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSKGa_7XJkg
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